
• Within each school, select staff will form a care team 
that is trained to identify students at risk of engaging in 
violence, to communicate with those students effectively 
to build their resilience to the lure of extremism and 
violent acts, and to collaborate with students to refer 
concerning behaviors to the care team.  

• BRAVE Schools will combine Karuna Center's approach to dialogue and conflict with the 
expertise of two trainers, Robert Örell and Tony McAleer, who will help train staff and create a 
video for student assemblies. Both are renowned leaders in creating pathways for people to 
avoid or exit the influence of hate groups, with expertise informed by their own previous 
experiences, as youth, in those dangerous communities. 

• Because of the time constraints and scheduling challenges school staff face, the project will use 
varied training formats to make the project as accessible as possible.

BRAVE Schools 
Building Resilience Against 
Violent Extremism in Schools

BRAVE Schools will launch in late 2022 in middle and high 
schools across Western MA. The project aims to prevent 
violence by improving overall school climate: 

• Build student resilience to the influence of hate, bad actors, and harmful misinformation 

• Support dialogue within the school community to enhance communication and help prevent 
acts of violence 

• Share skills and insights to strengthen administrative capacity to work effectively with 
students at risk of committing violence 

The project uses a whole-school, integrated approach to build 
upon schools’ existing violence prevention systems:

The Alliance for Peacebuilding will lead BRAVE Schools’ monitoring and evaluation processes, to 
assess project impacts and insights. The project is one of 43 recipients nationwide funded by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s Center for Prevention Programs and Partnerships, opportunity 
number DHS-22-TTP-132-00-01, and takes a public health approach to violence prevention.
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As a new project, BRAVE Schools is still welcoming additional middle and high schools to join and 
participate. The project team will work collaboratively on an assessment of each school’s specific 

needs and develop targeted programmatic support.

Tony McAleer (left), co-founder of Life After 
Hate, facilitating a discussion with youth
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